
2010 MEDIA KIT



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
World’s Fastest Skiers to Compete in Subaru Velocity Challenge & FIS World Cup

Sun Peaks Resort hosts the Subaru Velocity Challenge March 4th to 7th, 2010

February 2010 - Sun Peaks Resort, B.C. There won’t be any speeding tickets handed out as 40 of the fastest 
skiers on the planet reach speeds in excess of 175 km/h at the 2010 Subaru Velocity Challenge. North America’s 
only speed skiing event will rocket ahead this March with the support of a national sponsor, Subaru Canada, and 
local presenter, Zimmer Autosport.

“This is the one time each year at Sun Peaks where speed is not only encouraged, but rewarded,” said Adam 
Earle, Subaru Velocity Challenge race organizer. “While there won’t be any traffi c police lining the course, race 
offi cials will be closely monitoring the safety of the racers as they get progressively faster over the course of this 
thrilling race, it is a wild sight watching skiers fl y past at nearly 175 km/h.”

With Subaru Canada and Zimmer Autosport backing the event for the third year, and the event celebrating it’s 21st 
anniversary organizers expect to see growth in its local and international appeal.

“We’re absolutely thrilled to be involved with the Velocity Challenge for a third year,” said Rob Zimmer, president of 
Zimmer Autosport. “We’re fortunate to have such a fantastic facility to host this world-class event and are excited 
to showcase our athletes, and to support our community and its events.”

Granted FIS World Cup status for the eighth year, racers from 9 countries will compete at the 2010 event.

“We start preparing the Headwall course over a month before the race is held, building up snow at the start and 
fi nish areas, as well as grooming the course with a winch-cat groomer specifi cally designed for grooming steep 
pitches like the Headwalls,” outlined Jamie Tattersfi eld, director of mountain operations for Sun Peaks Resort 
Corporation. “It’s a steep and challenging course with an average grade of 55 per cent that requires special 
attention from the most experienced members of our team.”

The steep, icy and treacherous Headwalls Speed Track also includes several rolls that will likely cause racers to 
become airborne during their controlled free-fall descent, creating some exciting moments for those watching the 
race. “Imagine a ski racer wearing a Darth Vader-like helmet, a bright red skin-tight rubber suit and 240 centimetre 
long skis fl ying past you at over 175 km/h “two feet off the ground,” said Earle. “Combine that with the sound the 
racers make as they cut their way through the air, and it becomes a spectacle not to be missed.”

The race may be viewed from the Sunburst Restaurant at mid-mountain and accessed by the Sunburst Express 
chairlift. For more information about the event, visit www.velocitychallenge.com or www.sunpeaksresort.com.

For media enquiries contact:

Adam Earle — Event Organizer
Phone: 250-278-0207 or 250-319-1269
E-mail: adam@peaksmedia.com



BACKGROUNDER
Held at Sun Peaks Resort B.C. March 4th to 7th 2010 — the Subaru Velocity Challenge and FIS World Cup 
of Speed Skiing is the only event of it’s kind in North America and one of only 6 FIS World Cup Speed Skiing 
events being held around the globe this season. The 2010 event will mark the 21st anniversary of the Velocity 
Challenge and the 8th year of FIS World Cup status.The event is held on the Headwalls Speed Skiing track and 
is fully lift serviced by the Sunburst and Crystal Chairs. The Headwalls Speed Skiing Track provides an extremely 
exciting venue for this event as it’s steep pitch and rolling contour allow racers to accelerate from 0 to 175 km/h 
in a mere 8 seconds while trying not to become airborne. The top speed skiers in the world from as many as 10 
countries will be on hand testing their skills and overcoming fear in their quest for FIS World Cup glory.

FACT SHEET:
2010 Subaru Velocity Challenge presented by Zimmer Autosport, March 4 to 7, 2010 at 
Sun Peaks Resort, B.C.

• 21st Annual Velocity Challenge
• Only Speed Skiing Race in North America
• One of only 6 FIS World Cup Speed Skiing Races to be held this year
• Sun Peaks will be host to 10 of the fastest skiers on the planet
• Speed Skiing is the fastest non-motorized sport on earth
• Sun Peaks is home to:

• 7 members of the 200 km/h club
• Current and past Canadian Record Holders

• Headwall Speed Track is 300 meters long at a pitch of 38 degrees
• Acceleration is 0 to 175 km/h in 7 seconds
• Braking is 175 km/h to 0 in 7 seconds
• Headwall Track is fully ski/lift accessible



RACERS
• Kenny Dale: Sun Peaks local, Course record holder 177.21 km/h, real life working cowboy, speed skiing 

for 25 years
• Don Gagnon: Sun Peaks local, Sun Peaks business owner, speed skiing for 25 years, 1st Canadian ever 

over 220 km/h
• Justin Garey: Ski Instructor, speed skiing for 8 years, Fastest Man in Canada 234.83 km/h
• Simone Origone: Italian Ski Instructor, World Record Holder 251.40 km/h
• Ross Anderson: Fastest North American and Fastest Native American 247.9 km/h
• Tracie Sachs: Fastest North American Woman 238.57 km/h (3rd in World)

In addition to many colorful local speed skiers in attendance each year at the Subaru Velocity Challenge, racers 
from the following countries fl ock to Sun Peaks Resort each spring to race on what has been described as the 
worlds most diffi cult speed skiing track:
• Canada
• U.S.A
• United Kingdom
• France
• Switzerland
• Italy
• Netherlands
• Finland
• Sweden
• Austria
• New Zealand
• Australia

VOLUNTEERS
• John Cleaver: Head Starter, 16 years, long-time local Ð Offi cial Photographer
• Scott Whitecross: Chief of Course, working farmer/rancher
• Jason White: Retired member of the 200 km/h club, NASCAR Race Driver Ð Rookie of the Year 2008
• Marg Kosolofski: Medical Team Director (Captain Crash)
• Majority of volunteers have more than 10 years experience with the event



EVENT ORGANIZERS
• Adam Earle:

• 25 years speed skiing
• Owner/Publisher of Sun Peaks Independent News Inc. (SPIN Newsmagazine)

and President of Peaks Media Inc.
• Man behind the scene (Velocity Challenge)

• Cathy Earle:
• Race Secretary
• Web and Graphic Design, All Event Branding

COURSE STATISTICS
Maximum start elevation 2,080 m

Elevation at timing zone entry 1,870 m

Elevation at timing zone exit 1,865 m

Vertical drop 215 m

Average slope of competition track 28.9° (55% grade)

Finish area elevation 1,855 m

Average slope of breaking zone 7.9° (13.9% grade)

Estimated top speeds 160 to 180 km/h

Length of competition track 325 m

Race course width 20 m

Spill zone width 10 m

Course direction/S58E Azimuth 122

Wind direction W or SW

Course record 177.21 km/h (110 mph)



Wednesday – March 3, 2009

6:00pm Team Captains Meeting
Race Offi ce: Delta Hotel – Alpine Room

7:00pm – 9:00pm Pre-Race Reception & Event Registration 
Race Offi ce: Delta Hotel – Alpine Room

Thursday – March 4, 2009: Training Day

8:00am – 9:00am Event Registration: 
Race Offi ce: Delta Hotel – Alpine Room

9:00am Racer meeting: Sunburst Lodge Patio 
(Race Tent)

9:00am – 10:00am Jury course inspection

10:00am Start Training Runs/Course Open

11:30am to 1:30pm On-hill lunch

3:15pm Course Closed

3:30pm Racer meeting: Sunburst Lodge Patio

5:00pm Team Captains Meeting: Race Offi ce

6:00pm to 8:00pm Apres Social & Dinner: 
Masa’s Bar + Grill – Village Daylodge

Friday – March 5, 2009: Training Day

9:00am Racer meeting: Sunburst Lodge Patio

9:00am – 10:00am Jury course inspection

10:00am Start Training Runs/Course Open

11:30am to 1:30pm On-hill lunch

3:15pm Course Closed

3:30pm Racer meeting in Finish Area

5:00pm Team Captains Meeting: Race Offi ce

6:00pm to 8:00pm Apres Social & Dinner: 
Masa’s Bar + Grill – Village Daylodge

Saturday – March 6, 2009: Offi cial Race Day

9:00am Racer Meeting: Sunburst Lodge Patio

9:00am – 10:00am Jury course inspection

10:00am Start Offi cial Race Runs/Course Open

11:30am to 1:30pm On-hill lunch

3:15pm Course Closed

3:30pm Racer Meeting: Sunburst Lodge Patio

5:00pm Team Captains Meeting - Race Offi ce

6:00pm to 8:00pm Apres Social & Dinner: 
Masa’s Bar + Grill – Village Daylodge

Sunday – March 7th, 2009: Offi cial Race Day

9:00am Racer Meeting: Sunburst Lodge Patio

9:00am – 10:00am Jury course inspection

10:00am Start Offi cial Race Runs/Course Open

11:30am to 1:30pm On-hill lunch

2:00pm Course closed/
Racer meeting: Sunburst Lodge Patio

Mandatory teardown for all racers. Awards and prizes will not be 
awarded until teardown is complete. The Velocity Challenge 2009 
took 7 days to construct and it was totally torn down on Saturday 
in 2 hours. That’s what we call teamwork!!

5:00pm Awards Ceremony (Outdoor Event
Sun Peaks Village Square

7:00pm – Late After awards party and banquet: 
Masa’s Bar + Grill 

RACE SCHEDULE



CONTACT INFORMATION
For further information regarding the Velocity Challenge at Sun Peaks Resort or for sponsorship information please 
contact Adam Earle.

Adam Earle

Phone: 250-578-0207
Cell: 250-319-1269
Fax: 250-578-0287
E-mail: adam@peaksmedia.com


